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Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Year  1945 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of 

Maidstone. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  condition  of  the  Borough  of 
Maidstone  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1945. 

My  reports  for  the  past  six  years  have  been  the  records 
of  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  in  war  years  and  have 
been  mainly  accounts  of  the  efforts  to  maintain  the  positions 
in  the  campaign  for  health  which  we  had  already  reached, 
but  the  coming  of  the  end  of  the  Second  World  War  has 
presented  to  Local  Authorities  conditions  and  problems 
which  are  entirely  changed  from  those  to  which  we  were 
accustomed  before  the  outbreak  of  hostilities.  In  fact,  we 
are  back  to  the  basic  problems  of  public  health  and  whereas, 
in  the  past  years,  sanitary  administration  had  become  con¬ 
cerned  with  activities  desirable,  useful  and  suited  to  the  days 
in  which  progress  and  development  had  been  fostered  by 
years  of  peace,  now  the  hard  fact  is  that  six  years  of  total 
war  have  returned  us  to  the  basic  and  essential  problems  of 
public  health  administration.  The  essentials  of  any  planning 
for  health, — good  housing,  good  water  supply,  and  even  the 
securing  of  adequate  feeding — are  the  problems  that  confront 
us  now  and  in  effect,  the  result  of  the  war  has  been  to  present 
us  anew  with  the  problems  that  assailed  our  grandparents 
in  the  early  days  of  public  health  administration. 

In  these  circumstances,  we  must  return  to  the  basic 
principles  on  which  public  health  is  founded  and  realise  that 
all  sanitary  progress  must  depend  on  the  meeting  of  these 
basic  needs.  Assured  food  supply,  which  depends  on  the 
maintenance  of  the  primary  industry— agriculture,  good  and 
pure  water  supplies  and  good  and  sufficient  housing — these 
are  the  primary  requirements  with  which  public  health  admin¬ 
istration  is  concerned  today  and  on  these  all  further 
developments  of  the  public  health  service  must  depend. 
The  very  continuance  of  all  the  other  activities,  which  had  so 
large  a  place  in  the  work  of  health  departments  before  1 939 ^ 
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depends  on  the  amount  of  success  we  can  obtain  in  satisfying 
these  basic  requirements.  For  example,  the  control  of 
infectious  disease  and  tuberculosis  are  inextricably  bound  up 
with  the  provision  of  good  and  sufficient  housing  :  maternal 
and  infantile  mortality  bear  a  direct  relation  to  the  adequacy 
or  otherwise  of  feeding  and  housing.  Before  the  war,  public 
health  administration  had  shown  a  tendency  to  venture  more 
and  more  into  the  realms  of  curative  rather  than  preventive 
medicine  and  it  may  be  as  well  that  we  should  now  be  forced 
to  take  stock  of  our  position  and  re-direct  our  efforts  to  the 
basic  needs  of  healthy  living  and  the  requirements  of  positive 
health. 


But  while  we  may  have  been  forced  to  return  to  the 
concepts  of  the  pioneers  of  public  health,  we  have  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  knowledge  and  experience  that  the  past  80  or  100 
years  have  brought  and  of  an  enlightened  public  opinion, 
keen  and  even  anxious  that  the  public  health  shall  be  fostered 
and  that  every  citizen  shall  have  the  opportunity  of  healthy 
living.  While  it  must  be  agreed  that  some  aspects  of  the 
problem  call  for  solution  on  a  national  basis  and  others 
must  be  dealt  with  by  regional  or  other  larger  authorities, 
I  am  sure  that  in  the  attainment  of  this  goal  of  “  Positive 
Health  ”  local  Authorities,  large  and  small — or  as  is  the  present 
fashion  in  nomenclature,  major  and  minor — have  a  great 
part  to  play  and  that  local  interest  and  local  knowledge  are 
essential  to  a  rapid  and  successful  solution. 


To  the  Council,  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Committees  concerned  with  health  matters,  to  my  colleagues 
of  the  Corporation  staff  and  to  my  professional  brethren  of 
the  district,  I  should  like  to  offer  my  sincere  thanks  for  the 
help  and  forbearance  I  have  received  during  the  year,  and, 


1  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

P.  JACOB  GAFFIK1N, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


August  8th,  1946. 


Health  Department, 

13  Tonbridge  Road, 
Maidstone. 
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General  Statistics. 

Area  : — 5,942  acres. 

Population  Census  1921—37,448. 

„  1931—42,259. 

Estimated  Resident  Population,  1944  : — 

For  calculation  of  Birth  rates  .  - 

For  calculation  of  Death  rates,  etc. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1945)  According  to 
Rate  Books,  13,168. 

Rateable  Value  : — £471,885. 

Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  :— £1,885. 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 

Live  Births.  Total.  Male.  Female. 

Legitimate  ..  ..  731  387  344 

Illegitimate  . .  92  53  39 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  18.3 
Live  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  ..  ..  16.1 

Stillbirths  . .  . .  . .  26 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  . .  30.6 

Total.  Male.  Female. 

Deaths  ..  ..  ..  615  301  314 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  13.6 
Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  (Headings  29  and  30  of  the 

Registrar  General's  Short  List)  : — 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
Deaths.  (Live  and  Still)  births. 


No.  29  Puerperal  Sepsis  1  1.2 

No.  30  other  maternal  causes  2  2.3 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  . .  . .  47.4 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  . .  41.0 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  . .  97.8 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  . .  . .  101 

„  „  Measles  (all  ages)  . .  . .  Nil 

„  „  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . .  4 

„  „  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  5 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 

In  general,  the  work  of  the  various  clinics  has  been 
maintained  as  outlined  in  previous  reports  and  any  alterations 
or  inovations  will  be  noted  under  the  appropriate  headings. 


School  Clinics.  During  the  year,  the  Education 
Act  of  1944  came  into  force  with  the  result  that  the  work  of 
the  school  clinics  and,  indeed,  all  treatment  and  inspection 
of  the  school  children,  is  now  entrusted  to  the  County  Council 
as  the  Education  Authority  for  the  whole  County.  In  some 
Counties,  most  of  them,  in  fact,  medical  inspection  and  treat¬ 
ment  has  been  delegated  to  the  District  Education  Committees 
and  the  former  School  Medical  Officers  have  been  entrusted 
with  the  school  medical  work  for  the  Education  Districts, 
with  the  obvious  advantage  of  utilising  local  knowledge, 
interest  and  experience,  but  this  plan  has  not  been  followed 
in  Kent.  In  any  case  the  work  of  the  school  clinics  will  now 
be  included  in  the  reports  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  and 
do  not  find  place  in  this  report. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare.  This  is  still  en-. 
trusted  to  the  Borough  Council  as  an  autonomous  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Authority  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  in 
any  future  scheme  for  health  services,  either  this  arrangement 
will  be  allowed  to  continue  or  if  the  maternity  and  child 
welfare  work  is  to  be  placed  under  a  larger  authority,  dele¬ 
gation  will  permit  of  the  continuation  of  what  has  been  a 
successful  and  economical  scheme. 


During  the  year  1945,  the  Maternity  Hospital  provision 
for  the  Borough  was  still  located  in  South  Park  and  here  I 
must  pay  tribute  to  the  work  of  Miss  Toomey  and  the  nursing 
staff  for  the  success  which  has  attended  this  hospital  for  six 
years  and  to  the  West  Kent  Hospital  for  the  way  in  which 
many  difficulties  have  been  surmounted.  To  have  maintained 
this  hospital  for  six  years  in  temporary  and  inconvenient 
premises  and  to  have  carried  on  the  ante-natal  work  and  the 
confinement  of  the  patients,  with  no  serious  cases  of  infection 
or  other  mishap,  has  been  a  notable  achievement.  The 
maternity  hospital  is  now  back  in  its  own  home  at  the  West 
Kent  Hospital  and  additional  beds  for  Borough  cases  are 
available  and  I  trust  that  this  union  of  municipal  and  voluntary 
hospital  provision,  which  has  been  so  successful,  will  continue 
and  point  the  way  to  other  provision  on  similar  lines. 
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Details  of  the  work  of  the  three  Infant  Welfare  Centres 
are  set  out  below  : — 


Infant  Welfare  Figures  for  1945. 

No.  of  first  visits  paid  to  the  homes  of  Infants  . .  763 

Total  number  of  visits  paid  to  homes  of  Infants  .  .  1950 

Total  number  of  visits  paid  to  homes  of  Children  .  .  1980 

No.  of  first  visits  paid  to  Ante-Natal  Cases  ..  ..  197 

Total  visits  paid  to  Ante-Natal  Cases  . .  . .  . .  242 

Attendances  of  Mothers  at  Old  Palace  .  .  .  .  . .  6027 

„  Infants  at  Old  Palace  ..  ..  ..  5130 

„  Children  at  Old  Palace  . .  .  .  1244 

„  Mothers  at  Banning  . .  . .  . .  2037 

„  Infants  at  Barming  ..  ..  ..  1582 

,,  Children  at  Barming  . .  . .  . .  799 

„  Mothers  at  Mangravet  . .  . .  . .  841 

„  Infants  at  Mangravet  . .  . .  . .  623 

„  Children  at  Mangravet  .  .  . .  384 

Medical  Inspections  at  Old  Palace  . .  . .  . .  101 

„  Barming  . .  .  .  . .  52 

„  Mangravet  . .  . .  . .  24 

Ante-Natal  Clinics  held  . .  . .  . .  . .  50 

Individual  Mothers  attending  ..  ..  ..  407 

Total  Attendances  . .  . .  . .  . .  533 

Infants  and  Children  seen  by  Doctor  at  Old  Palace  2247 
„  „  „  Barming  1103 

„  „  „  Mangravet  642 

Average  Attendance  of  Infants  and  Children  at  Old 

Palace  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  63 

„  Number  seen  by  Doctor  at  Old  Palace  . .  22 

„  Attendance  of  Infants  and  Children  at  Barming  46 

„  Number  seen  by  Doctor  at  Barming  . .  . .  21 

„  Attendance  of  Infants  and  Children  at  Man¬ 
gravet  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  42 

„  Number  seen  by  Doctor  at  Mangravet  . .  27 

Individual  Mothers  attending  at  Old  Palace  . .  . .  621 

„  Infants  attending  at  Old  Palace  . .  . .  295 

,,  Children  attending  at  Old  Palace  . .  . .  497 

„  Mothers  attending  at  Barming  ..  ..  218 

„  Infants  attending  at  Barming  . .  . .  71 

„  Children  attending  at  Barming  ..  ..  188 

„  Mothers  attending  at  Mangravet  . .  . .  94 

„  Infants  attending  at  Mangravet  . .  . .  44 

„  Children  attending  at  Mangravet  . .  . .  80 
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Births  Notified  During  1945. 


Live  Births 
Still  Births 

Confinements  at  patients’  homes 
In  hospitals  and  nursing  homes  . . 
Maternity  outfits  supplied 


686 


21 


435 


272 


50 


Hospitals.— The  two  voluntary  hospitals  in  the  town, 
the  West  Kent  General  Hospital  and  the  Kent  County  Ophth¬ 
almic  and  Aural  Hospital,  have  continued  their  valuable  and 
beneficent  work  for  the  population  of  Maidstone  and  the 
surrounding  districts.  During  the  war,  these  hospitals  were 
linked  up  with  the  Emergency  Medical  Services  scheme  and 
thus  with  the  great  London  hospitals,  and  this  scheme  may 
w’ell  prove  to  be  the  forerunner  of  the  national  plan  for 
hospital  services.  In  the  war  years,  when  the  Emergency 
Medical  Service  was  in  operation,  the  heavy  responsibility 
of  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  West  Kent  Hospital  fell 
upon  Mr.  E.  L.  Martyn  Lobb,  f.r.c.s.,  and  I  should  like  to 
pay  tribute  to  the  way  in  which  the  difficult  problem  of  co¬ 
ordinating  local  and  national  calls  on  the  hospital  was  solved 
and  to  his  work  in  this  position,  and  to  express  my  regret  at 
his  retirement  and  departure  from  Maidstone. 

The  two  hospitals,  general  and  special,  provide  special¬ 
ist  service  for  the  town  and  district  and  I  should  hope  that  in 
any  future  re-organisation  of  the  hospital  services  of  this 
country,  the  ideal  voluntary  service  and  the  local  interest  and 
pride  in  the  hospitals  may  survive,  for  this  factor  of  voluntary 
service  is  essentially  British  and  should  not  lightly  be  cast 
aside  to  follow  the  patterns  that  may  commend  themselves 
to  other  nations. 

The  Borough  Isolation  Hospital  has  continued  to 
give  good  service  to  the  town  and  help  has  been  afforded  in 
the  treatment  of  cases  from  other  Authorities  and  from  the 
Services.  That  this  hospital  is  inadequate  and  in  many  ways 
out  of  date  has  been  admitted  for  years  and  extension  and 
re-construction  are  long  overdue,  but  it  is  noteworthy  that 
the  improvement  of  conditions  for  the  nursing  staff  has 
resulted  in  our  not  having  such  difficulty  in  securing  staff 
for  the  Isolation  Hospital  as  has  been  experienced  elsewhere. 
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CHILD  LIFE  PROTECTION.  (Section 
206  to  220  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936). 


(a)  Number  of  persons  receiving  children  for  reward  on  the 

Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  .  .  11 

(b)  Number  of  children  on  the  Register  : — 

(i.)  at  the  end  of  the  year  . .  . .  .  .  13 

(ii.)  who  died  during  the  year  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

(iii.)  on  whom  inquests  were  held  during  the  year  . .  — - 

(c)  Number  of  Infant  Protection  Visitors  at  the  end  of  the 

year  who  were  : — 

(i.)  Health  Visitors  .  .  . .  . .  . .  4 


Treatment  of  Scabies. 

In  1943,  provision  for  the  treatment  of  scabies  was 
established  in  Maidstone  by  utilising  one  of  the  centres 
provided  for  possible  gas-contaminated  cases.  Scabies  has 
been  shown  to  be  one  of  the  infestations  that  increases  in 
war  time,  in  fact  it  is  one  of  the  minor  “  Horrors  of  war  but 
it  is  distressingly  frequent  at  all  times  and  1  am  strongly  of 
opinion  that  it  is  the  result  of  overcrowding  and  the  shortage 
of  accommodation.  Transmission  is  by  fairly  close  contact 
and  my  experience  has  been  that,  contrary  to  general  belief, 
it  is  rarely  transmitted  by  blankets  or  bedding.  1  am  glad 
that  the  provision  of  the  treatment  of  scabies  has  been  con¬ 
tinued  and  the  centre  has  done  valuable  w'ork  and  its  con¬ 
tinuation  is  necessary  in  these  abnormal  post-war  days.  It 
would  appear  that  infestation  by  the  scabies  mite  is  much 
more  common  than  is  generally  realised.  1  see  many  cases 
in  which  the  signs  are  attributed  to  many  causes  other  than 
the  actual  origin,  and  the  rapidity  with  which  the  condition 
may  be  cured  by  adequate  treatment  has  been  surprising  to 
sufferers  whose  skin  troubles  have  been  blamed  on  fruit, 
the  sugar  shortage  or  even  the  present  composition  of  bread. 


The  usual  number  of  treatments  required  to  effect  a 
cure  is  two  and  in  1945,  430  patients  were  treated,  30  men, 
140  women  and  260  children. 
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Day  Nurseries. 

The  three  nurseries  at  Highfield,  London  Road,  at 
South  Park  and  at  Ringlestone  have  been  continued  and 
during  1945,  these  were  still  maintained  by  the  Ministries  of 
Health  and  Labour.  With  the  cessation  of  hostilities  and  the 
return  of  men  from  the  forces,  the  necessity  for  mothers  to 
go  out  to  work  has  not  been  so  great  and  the  attendances  at 
the  nurseries  have  declined.  The  place  of  the  nurseries  in 
our  social  life  is  a  debatable  matter  :  it  is  agreed  by  all  that 
the  best  person  to  have  the  care  of  the  child  is  its  mother 
but  in  some  cases  this  is  not  possible  and  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  child  it  is  necessary  that  the  mother  should  go  out  to 
work.  Unmarried  mothers  and  widows  have  difficulties 
which  the  nurseries  help  to  solve  and  there  are  other  circum¬ 
stances  in  which  the  possibility  of  placing  a  child  in  a  nursery, 
temporarily  or  for  longer  periods,  is  a  great  assistance  to  a 
burdened  mother  but  I  do  not  think  that  the  amount  of 
nursery  accommodation  that  was  called  for  in  the  war  years 
will  be  found  necessary  when  conditions  return  to  normal 
and  in  particular  when  the  supply  of  houses  is  more  adequate. 


1  do  not  think  that  there  is  justification  for  the  opinion 
expressed  by  some  observers  that  the  nurseries  contribute 
to  the  spread  of  infection,  in  fact  1  consider  that  the  risk  of 
infection  is  no  greater  and  probably  is  less  than  in  the  children 
who  do  not  attend  a  nursery. 


The  training  of  student  nurses  has  continued  with 
success,  but  it  will  probably  be  found  that  the  prospect  of 
future  employment  as  nursery  nurses  or  in  private  homes  is 
not  very  great  and  in  the  present  shortage  of  hospital  staff, 
it  would  be  better  if  aspirants  to  any  form  of  nursing  training 
were  advised  to  undertake  the  general  training  for  State 
Registration.  1  am  glad  to  say  that  several  of  our  student 
nurses  who  have  taken  the  certificate  of  the  Day  Nurseries 
Association  have  proceeded  to  hospital  training  schools  for 
their  general  training. 


The  benefit  to  the  children  attending  a  nursery  is 
marked,  both  from  a  physical  and  social  aspect,  but  I  am  very 
much  of  the  opinion  that  for  a  child  under  five,  the  nursery 
atmosphere,  approximating  as  nearly  as  possible  to  home 
conditions  as  we  should  like  to  see  them,  is  preferable  to  the 
“Nursery  School”  background.  Nursery  surroundings  and 
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the  care  of  the  “  Under  five  ”  are  medical  and  social  activities 
rather  than  educational  and  in  a  nursery,  the  child,  should 
be  allowed  and  encouraged  to  develope  rather  than  be  trained 
and  taught.  The  proper  province  of  a  nursery  is  nurture, 
not  teaching,  and  we  must  beware  lest  in  nursery  schools  we 
snatch  the  years  of  their  babyhood  from  these  little  ones. 

I  give  below  the  attendances  at  each  of  the  nurseries 
with  the  average  monthly  attendance  : — 


Day  Nurseries— Average  Daily  Attendances,  1945. 


Highfield 

South 

Park 

Ringlestone 

0—2 

2—5 

0—2 

2—5 

0—2 

2—5 

January 

14 

19 

7 

18 

4 

15 

February 

10 

18 

10 

24 

10 

20 

March 

14 

25 

13 

29 

13 

24 

April 

15 

30 

10 

24 

13 

20 

May 

18 

17 

8 

17 

11 

20 

June 

20 

34 

8 

30 

10 

12 

July . 

19 

37 

14 

30 

10 

16 

August 

14 

30 

11 

21 

1 1 

15 

September  .  . 

16 

29 

12 

24 

13 

17 

October 

15 

27 

13 

29 

13 

14 

November  .  . 

18 

28 

11 

28 

11 

10 

December 

17 

27 

11 

23 

9 

8 

Totals 

190 

321 

128 

297 

128 

191 

Average  monthly 

attendance  16  27  11  25  II  16 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

(a)  Water  Supply.  The  details  of  the  springs, 
wells  and  reservoirs  belonging  to  the  Maidstone  Water  Com¬ 
pany  have  been  described  in  previous  reports  and  in  1945  there 
have  been  no  alterations  or  extensions  calling  for  comment. 
The  water  supply  has  been  adequate  and  the  quality  of  the 
water,  both  chemical  and  bacteriological,  has  been  high. 
Treatment  of  the  water  at  Boxley  is  by  ozonisation  and  at 
other  sources  by  the  addition  of  Chlorine,  and  the  arrange¬ 
ments  for  the  patrolling  of  the  gathering  grounds  and  the 
chemical  and  bacteriological  control  of  the  water  have  been 
satisfactory.  The  tables  showing  the  results  of  the  examination 
of  the  water  have  been  prepared  and  filed  for  reference. 
Below  is  a  summary  of  the  average  results  of  chemical  analysis 
during  this  year. 
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Average  Results,  1945 

>< 

LU 

□ 

04 

o 

03 

Pts.  per 
100,000 

•  J 

O  J 
z  w 

00  ^ 

C/7  ^ 

o  z 

Pts.  per 
100,000 

4 

< 

8 

u, 

Pts.  per 
100,000 

J 

P 

* 

W 

Pts.  per 
100,000 

>-  . 

—  — 

-J  -1 

X  w 
0> 

03  > 

Pts.  per 
100,000 

i  §  S 

fC  t-  a! 
p  a, 

0  C/3 

Pts.  per 
100,000 

>■  -i 

u  o 
d  x 

■0  uu 

O  a. 

03  O 

03 

Pts.  per 
100,000 

Total  Solid  Residue  . . 

38.1 

19.1 

56.4 

51.0 

32.2 

31.5 

20.3 

Chlorine 

2.70 

1.89 

3.80 

3.27 

1.87 

2.10 

2.10 

Nitrogen  (Nitrates)  . . 

.55 

.006 

.34 

.67 

.17 

.27 

Nil 

Nitrogen  (Nitrites)  . . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ammoniacal  Saline  . . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Iron 

Oxygen  absorbed 

Nil 

Nil 

.04 

.02 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(I  hour  at  27°  C.) 
Oygen  absorbed 

.0037 

.0045 

.0047 

.0211 

.0035 

.0050 

.0054 

(4  hours  at  27  C.) 

.0091 

.0079 

Nil 

Nil 

.0060 

.0082 

.0095 

Total  Hardness 

22.5 

11.9 

43.0 

28.93 

Nil 

21.4 

11.8 

(b)  Rivers  and  Streams.  No  further  action  in 
connection  with  possible  pollution  of  the  Medway  and  its 
tributaries  has  been  undertaken  during  the  year. 


(c)  Closet  Accommodation.  This  position  as  re¬ 
gards  the  various  types  of  closet  accommodation  has  remained 
approximately  the  same  as  in  1944  and  the  figures,  which 
can  be  taken  as  an  approximate  estimate,  are  given  below. 


Properties  with  W.C.’s  discharging  into  the  sewer  system  14433 
Dwellings  with  W.C.’s  discharging  into  cess-pools  . .  262 

Dwellings  with  earth  closets  or  privy  middens  ..  18 

Dwellings  with  pail  closets  . .  . .  . .  . .  Kx 

7b 

(d)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area.  The  absence 
of  a  proportion  of  the  staff  on  service  and  the  many  additional 
duties  which  have  been  placed  on  the  sanitary  inspectors 
have  made  it  difficult  to  maintain  the  routine  inspections  and 
other  sanitary  work,  but  the  table  given  below  shows  that  a 
large  amount  of  work  has  been  accomplished. 


The  following  details  of  the  work  done  have  been 
furnished  by  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Accummulation  of  manure  and  other  refuse  removed  . .  . .  7 

Bakehouse  inspections  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  24 

Chimneys  repaired  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  22 

Cement  sinks  removed  and  glazed  provided  .  .  . .  .  .  6 

Cooking  Stoves  renewed  or  repaired  ..  ..  ..  15 

Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops  inspected  .  .  . .  20 

Common  Lodging  House  inspections  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  3 

Coppers  repaired  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..15 

Drains  cleansed  on  complaint  or  by  flushing  staff  . .  .  .  260 

„  choked  and  cleansed  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  270 

„  reconstructed  . .  .  .  .  .  20 

„  tested  with  smoke  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  8 

„  tested  with  water  ..  ..  ..  ..18 

„  inspection  chambers  provided  ..  ..  ..  ..  17 

,,  inspection  chambers  airtight  covers  provided  ..  ..  13 

„  stoneware  pipes  laid  . .  . .  . .  ..136 

„  iron  pipes  laid  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  4 

„  trapped  from  sewer  and  ventilated  . .  . .  .  .  5 

Dustbins  provided  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  80 

Factory,  workplaces  and  outworkers’  premises  inspected  .  .  22 

Fresh  air  inlets  provided  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  5 

Grates  renewed  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  14 

Houses,  cement  floors  provided  in  cellars  . .  . .  . .  — 

„  floors  to  living-rooms  provided  or  repaired  . .  . .  19 

„  chuting  or  guttering  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  . .  24 

„  roofs  repaired  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..125 

„  rooms  where  dirty  or  loose  paper  has  been  removed  and 

walls  and  ceilings  repaired  and  distempered  . .  98 

,,  walls  made  dry  by  insertion  of  damp  course  or  other 

method  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  6 

Inquiries  into  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  .  .  .  .  80 

Inspection  of  houses  on  complaint  or  otherwise  . .  .  .  346 

„  of  work  in  progress  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  263 

Mortar  joints  to  brickwork  repaired  ..  ..  ..  ..30 

Miscellaneous  defects  remedied  .  .  . .  . .  82 

Outbuildings  or  Washhouses  repaired  or  rebuilt  .  .  10 

Poultry  or  animals  removed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Schools  inspected  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  10 

Sink  or  other  wastepipes  removed  disconnected  or  trapped  . .  28 

Sinks,  new  channels  provided  or  repaired  ..  ..  ..16 

Slaughterhouse  inspections  . .  .  .  . .  . .  610 

Stairs  repaired  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  6 

Stoneware  gullies  provided  ..  ..  ..  ..  12 

Strainers  provided  to  gullies  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..18 

W.C.’s,  Walls  and  ceilings  repaired  ..  ..  ..  ..15 

„  flushing  apparatus  provided  or  repaired  ..  ..  15 

„  new  pans  and  traps  provided  .  .  .  .  . .  20 

„  structural  defects  remedied  ..  ..  ..  ..  13 

Water  supplies  provided  . .  . .  . .  . .  — 

Window  frames  repaired  .  40 

Window  sashes  hung  so  as  to  open  full  size  and  ends  screwed  14 

Verminous  rooms  cleansed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  240 

Yard  pavement  repaired  or  provided  in  connection  with  houses  1 1 
Preliminary  Notices  served  . .  .  .  260 

Statutory  Notices  served  . .  24 
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(e)  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

(1). — Inspection  of  factories  and  workplaces. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections. 

(2) 

Written 

Notices. 

(3) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

(4) 

Factories  with  Mechanical  Power 
Factories  without  Mechanical 

26 

2 

— 

Power 

— 

• - 

— 

Workplaces 

20 

— 

Total 

46 

2 

— 

. — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


PARTICULARS. 


_ (1) _ 

Nuisances  under  the  Factories  Act, 
1937  and  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  : 
Want  of  Cleanliness 
Want  of  Ventilation 
Overcrowding 
Want  of  Drainage  Floors 
Other  Nuisances 
'Sanitary  (  Insufficient 

Accommo-  Unsuitable  or  Defects 
dation.  I  Not  Separate  for  Sexes 
Offences  under  the  Factories  Act,  1937  : 
Illegal  Occupation  of  Underground 
Bakehouse  (s.54) 

Other  Offences 

(Excluding  Offences  relating  to  the 
outwork  and  Offences  under  the 
Sections  mentioned  in  the  Schedule 
to  the  Ministry  of  Health  (Factories 
and  Workshops  Transfer  or  Powers 
Order,  1921). 

Total 


Number  of  Defects. 


■u 

c 

o 

u. 


(2) 


-o 

'-o 

<L> 

E 

<D 

OC 

(3) 


U  *  l- 


(4) 


Number 

of 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 


(5) 
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(/)  Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  he  con¬ 


trolled  by  Bye-laws. 

These  are  as  follows  : — 

Common  Lodging  Houses  . .  . .  6 

Slaughter  Houses  . .  . .  . .  1 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings . .  ..  ..  6 

Cowsheds  . ;  . .  . .  . .  6 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  ..  ..  IS 
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Housing. 


(a)  Housing  Statistics. 


I. — Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts) 

240 

( b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose 

360 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub¬ 
section  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932 

26 

( b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose 

38 

(3)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habita¬ 
tion  . 

120 

II. — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without 
Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  .  . 

60 

III. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

A. — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  ren¬ 
dered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  by  owners 

20 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . . 

4 

B. — Proceeding  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  . . 

- 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice  : — 

( a )  by  owners 

14 

(/>))  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

4 

C. — Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Demolition  Orders  were  made  . . 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 
pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 

_ 

15 


Housing  Statistics — ( continued ). 


D.— Proceeding  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

made 

— 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 

rendered  fit 

— 

IV. — Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  4 — Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  . .  . .  Indeterminable 

— 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  „ 

— 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therin  „ 

— 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year 

26 

(c)  ( 1 )  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year 

10 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  . . 

34 

( d )  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 

Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 

overcrowding 

_ 

(e)  Other  particulars  upon  which  the  M.O.H.  may 

consider  it  desirable  to  report  . . 

— 

The  outstanding  feature  of  the  present  housing  position 
in  the  Borough  is  the  need  for  more  and  yet  more  houses. 

The  figure  given  at  the  end  of  this  report  of  aU’  persons  per  3-U- 
house  is  one  from  which  we  can  draw  no  comfort  and  it  is 
an  inescapable  fact  that  there  is  a  large  amount  of  over¬ 
crowding  in  the  town.  The  long  and  ever-growing  waiting 
list  of  applicants  for  Council  houses  and  the  succession  of 
cases  which  the  Health  Visitors  report  to  me  are  proof  that 
there  is  a  clamant  need  for  increased  housing  provision. 

Rooms  in  the  Borough  are  almost  unobtainable  and  the 
prices  asked  are  high,  while  for  those  with  children,  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  find  accommodation.  Demobilisation 
of  men  and  women  from  the  Forces  has  had  the  result  of 
bringing  many  young  married  people,  in  many  cases  with 
children,  into  civil  life  with  no  place  to  live  except  by  installing 
themselves  with  their  relations,  and  the  result  is  that  the  homes 
are  overcrowded.  Not  only  is  the  health  of  the  population 
endangered  by  this  overcrowding,  but  the  risk  of  failure  of 
many  war-time  marriages  is  vastly  increased.  The  out¬ 
standing  need  from  a  health  and  a  social  standard,  for  both 
physical  and  moral  welfare,  is  for  more  houses  and  all  other 
public  health  requirements  should,  and  indeed  must,  give 
way  to  the  provision  of  the  needful  housing. 
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Verminous  Dwellings. 

During  the  year  the  following  work  in  the  eradication 


of  bugs  was  carried  out  : — 

(a)  Council  houses  found  to  be  infested  . .  36 

(b)  Other  houses  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  40 

Council  houses  disinfested  : — 

(a)  By  gassing  with  “  Thermatox  ”  . .  . .  20 

(c)  By  spraying  and  burning  insecticides  ..  13 

Other  houses  disinfested  : — 

(a)  By  gassing  with  “  Thermatox”  ..  ..  18 

(c)  By  spraying  and  burning  insecticides  ..  36 

Verminous  households  fumigated  before  removal  to  a 
Council  house  or  during  transfer  to  another  Council  house  1 5 

Council'houses  inspected  and  found  clean  . .  28 

Other  houses  inspected  and  found  clean  . .  . .  48 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 


The  number  of  carcases  inspected  and  condemned 
during  the  year  was  as  follows  : — 


Cattle  ex-  Sheep  & 

eluding  cows.  Cows.  Calves.  Lambs.  Pigs. 


Number  killed 

Number  inspected  . . 

1741 

1741 

768 

768 

2647 

2647 

4300 

4300 

126 

126 

All  Diseases  Except  Tuber¬ 
culosis. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

4 

8 

30 

8 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

38 

52 

3 

62 

28 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  dis¬ 
ease  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis  . 

2.41% 

7.81% 

.11% 

2.14% 

28.57% 

Tuberculosis  Only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

9 

40 

3 

8 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

71 

107 

_ 

_ 

45 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis 

4.58% 

9.14% 

.11% 

— 

42.06% 

Approximate  weight  condemned  :  50  tons,  12  cwts,  Oqrs. 
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During  the  year,  the  following  quantities  of  foods  of 
various  descriptions  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  con¬ 
sumption.  This  unfit  food,  all  of  which  was  surrendered, 
included  the  following  : — 


Tons.  Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

Ozs. 

Canned  Food 

L 

— 

1 

25 

6 

Meat  and  Canned  Meat 

. .  — 

12 

— 

13 

— 

Fish  and  Canned  Fish 

. .  — 

15 

1 

20 

12 

Bread  . 

1 

18 

1 

10 

— 

Dates 

. .  — 

5 

— 

22 

12 

Sausages  and  Sausage  Meat 

. .  — 

3 

— 

2 

— 

Cocoa 

. .  — 

1 

1 

17 

— 

Potatoes 

— 

10 

— 

13 

■  — 

Flour 

— 

2 

3 

9 

— 

Biscuits 

— 

5 

2 

18 

— 

Soups 

— 

8 

3 

22 

— 

Cakes 

. .  — 

1 

1 

14 

— 

Figs . 

. .  — 

1 

2 

18 

— 

Currants 

— 

1 

— 

12 

— 

Raisins 

. .  — 

1 

— 

9 

— 

Peas 

— 

1 

3 

3 

— 

Cabbages 

..  2 

10 

— 

— 

— 

Bacon 

— 

1 

i 

1 

— 

Potatoe  and  Pea  Flour 

— 

13 

3 

— 

— 

Rolled  Oats . 

. .  — 

2 

1 

— 

_ 

Milk . 

3,901  tins 

Paste 

50  jars 

Various  Puddings 

. .  301  packets 

Eggs . 

. .  407 

Fish  Cakes . 

. .  603 

Dried  Peaches 

. .  3  boxes 

Pickles 

. .  36  jars 

Horseradish  sauce 

118  jars 

Chocolate  Spread 

. .  52  packets 

“  Soutex  ” 

. .  229  packets 

Puffed  Wheat 

. ,  3  van  loads 
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Food  and  Drugs. — During  the  year,  the  following 
samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  taken  for  analysis,  with  the 
results  recorded  below  : — 


Article. 

Number 
of  samples 
Obtained. 

Number 

Genuine. 

Plum  jam 

1 

1 

New  milk  .  . 

77 

75 

Margarine 

2 

2 

Cocoa 

2 

2 

Butter 

3 

3 

Pepper 

1 

1 

Lard 

3 

3 

Custard 

1 

1 

Egg  substitute 

2 

2 

Lemon  flavouring  . . 

2 

2 

Mustard 

1 

1 

Ground  ginger 

1 

1 

Malt  vinegar 

1 

1 

Fish  paste . 

1 

1 

Baking  powder 

1 

1 

Shredded  suet 

9 

*  *  i 

2 

Salmon  Tinned 

2 

2 

Sardine  and  Tomato  Paste 

2 

2 

Coffee 

2 

2 

Canned  shrimps 

1 

1 

Whisky 

1 

1 

Brandy  flavouring 

1 

1 

Ground  almond  substitute 

1 

1 

Blanc  Mange 

•  •  1 

1 

Tea . 

2 

2 

Evaporated  Milk 

I 

1 

Ground  Mixed  Spice 

1 

1 

Sardines 

1 

1 

117 

115 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over  Infectious  and  other  Diseases. 


I  give  below  in  tabular  form,  details  of  the  cases  of 
notifiable  disease,  other  than  tuberculosis,  which  occurred 
in  the  Borough  during  1945  : — 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

74 

67 

1 

Diphtheria 

7 

7 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever  and 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 

5 

3 

I 

Pneumonia 

10 

6 

17 

Erysipelas 

5 

1 

— 

Poliomyelitis . . 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

..  377 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

82 

1 

4 

Dysentery  x 

82 

77 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neona¬ 
torum 

2 

2 

— 

Totals  . . 

644 

164 

24 

x  73  from  Kent  County  Mental  Hospital. 


The  Borough  has  been  free  from  anything  approaching 
an  epidemic  during  the  year  and  though  the  Continental 
countries  have  been  visited  by  outbreaks  of  different  diseases, 
it  is  a  matter  for  satisfaction  that  control  of  infection  from 
abroad  has  been  possible.  It  had  been  feared  that  the  return 
of  large  numbers  of  men  and  women  from  service  overseas 
might  result  in  the  introduction  of  infectious  disease,  but  this 
has  happily  proved  to  be  unfounded,  though  the  public  has 
but  little  realisation  of  the  care  that  is  taken  at  the  ports  for 
its  safety. 
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During  1945,  there  was  a  certain  amount  of  scarlet  fever, 
spread  out  throughout  the  year  but  there  were  not  so  many  cases 
as  in  1944  or  1943.  Measles  was  prevalent,  there  being  377 
cases  notified  as  against  26  in  1944  and  436  in  1943.  The 
total  number  of  diphtheria  notifications  was  7  and  the  amount 
of  diphtheria  in  Maidstone  has  been  small.  Immunisation 
against  diphtheria  has  been  pressed  forward  and  is  approaching 
the  stage  when  we  can  regard  the  position  with  satisfaction. 
Indeed,  immunisation  of  the  younger  part  of  the  community 
is  now  so  far  advanced  that  it  is  among  the  adults  that  cases 
are  now  found,  rather  than  in  the  children  for  whom  this 
disease  was  formerly  such  a  danger.  Efforts  have  been  made 
with  success  to  increase  the  number  of  children  below  school 
age  which  are  immunised  and  it  is  now  becoming  a  very  usual 
procedure  for  the  babies  to  be  immunised  at  or  about  the  first 
year  of  life.  I  have  no  doubt  that  with  the  increase  of  the 
percentage  immunised  to  a  satisfactory  figure,  we  can  look 
forward  to  the  time  when  I  can  record  a  year  without  a  case. 

In  order  that  the  progress  of  immunisation  may  be 
fully  appreciated,  l  give  below  a  table  showing  the  immun¬ 
isation  progress  up  to  the  end  of  1945  and  details  of  the 
diphtheria  notifications  and  the  one  death  from  this  disease 
in  the  past  year. 


I. — Immunisation  in  Relation  to  Child  Population. 

Number  of  children  who  had  completed  a  full  course  ot 
Immunisation  at  any  time  up  to  31st  December,  1945. 


Ageat3I/l2/45, 
i.e.y  Born  in 
Year 

Under 

l 

1945 

1 

1944 

2 

1943 

3 

1942 

4 

1941 

5-9 

1936/40 

10-14 

1931/35 

Total 
under  15 

Number 

Immunised 

11 

410 

485 

493 

453 

2.807 

3,000 

7,659 

Estimated  mid¬ 
year  popula¬ 
tion,  1945  . . 

3,710 

6,740 

10,450 
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IT. — Diphtheria  Notifications  and  Deaths  in  Relation  to 
Immunisation  in  1945. 


Notifications. 

Deaths. 

Age  at 
date  of 
Notifica¬ 
tion. 

Number  of 
cases 
notified. 

Number  of 
cases  includ¬ 
ed  in  preced¬ 
ing  column  in 
which  the 
child  had 
completed  a 
full  course  of 
immunisa¬ 
tion. 

Age  at 
date  of 
Death. 

Number  of 
Deaths. 

Number  of 
cases  included 
in  preceding 
column  in 
which  the 
child  had 
completed  a 
full  course  of 
immunisa¬ 
tion. 

Under  1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5  to  9 

10  to  14 

1 

— 

Under  1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5  to  9 

10  to  14 

1 

Totals 

1 

— 

Totals 

1 

— 

I  give  below  an  analysis  of  the  notifications  of  infectious 
disease  according  to  the  Wards  of  the  Borough  in  which  they 
occurred  : — 


High 

Street 

Stone 

Street 

King 

Street 

North 

Heath  Bridge 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

6 

19 

4 

16 

18 

11 

Diphtheria 

.  .  — 

2 

— 

— 

4 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

— 

1 

I 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

2 

2 

1 

3 

2 

— 

Erysipelas 

. .  — 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Measles 

. .  35 

59 

58 

140 

37 

48 

Whooping  Cough 

. .  5 

14 

14 

11 

14 

24 

Dysentery 

. .  4 

— 

2 

1 

75 

— 
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Below  is  a  Table  showing  the  number  of  pathological 
specimens  from  the  Borough  examined  at  the  Kent  County 
Laboratories,  and  the  results  : — 


Disease  for  which  examin- 

Results. 

Total. 

ation  was  made. 

Positive. 

Negative. 

Diphtheria 

5 

26 

31 

Tuberculosis 

39 

3 

42 

Various 

24 

5 

29 

68 

34 

102 

Cancer. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  in  Maidstone 
during  the  past  5  years  is  as  follows  : — 

number  of  deaths 


1941.. 

.  .  81 

1942.. 

. .  85 

1943.. 

. .  80 

1944.. 

. .  83 

1945.. 

..  101 

Deaths  from  Cancer  during  1945  under  age  groups. 


Age  Periods. 

Male. 

Female. 

0—1 

— 

— 

1—5 

— 

— 

5—15 

— 

— 

15—25 

— 

— 

25—35 

1 

2 

35—45 

2 

5 

45—55 

7 

9 

55—65 

12 

12 

65  and  over 

23 

28 

Totals 

45 

56 
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Prevention  of  Blindness. 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 


Cases. 

Vision 

Unim¬ 

paired. 

Vision 

Im¬ 

paired. 

Total 

Blindness. 

Deaths. 

Notified. 

Treated. 

At  Home 

In  Hospital. 

2 

Nil 

2 

NH 

Nil 

Nil 

' _ 

Nil 

Tuberculosis. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age  Periods. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

. 

M. 

F. 

0—1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1—5 

1 

— 

1 

— 

~ 

— 

— 

— 

5—15  ..  1 

1 

2 

— 

l 

— 

1 

15—25  .. 

4 

5 

1 

2 

— 

1 

25—35  . . 

7 

4 

1 

— 

2 

3 

— 

35—45  . . 

6 

— 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

— 

45—55  . . 

5 

3 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

55—65  . . 

6 

1 

— 

— 

— 

—  _ 

— 

65  and  over 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Totals 

32 

14 

3 

4 

9 

8 

2 

1 

The 

number  of  deaths 

from 

all  form  of  T.B. 

which 

had  been  notified  was  18.  The  number  which  had  not  been 
notified  was  2.  The  ratio  of  non-notified  T.B.  death  to  the 
total  number  of  T.B.  deaths  was  thus  .10  to  1. 
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TABLE  I. 

Analysis  of  Cases  of  Notifiable  Diseases  under  Age  Groups,  1945. 


Disease. 

Un¬ 

der 

1 

1-2 

2-3 

3-4 

4-5 

5- 

10 

10- 

15 

15- 

20 

20- 

35 

35- 

45 

45- 

65 

65 

& 

over 

o 

H 

Scarlet 

Fever 

1 

4 

2 

4 

3 

31 

22 

4 

3 

— 

— 

— 

74 

Diphtheria  . . 

— 

— 

1 

1 

5 

— 

— 

. — 

7 

Poliomyelitis 

Puerperal 
Fever  and 
Pyrexia  . . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

4 

1 

_ 

_ 

5 

Pneumonia  . . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

5 

— 

10 

Erysipelas  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

1 

3 

— 

— 

5 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

2 

. 

2 

Enteric  Fever 

-  -  -|-  - 

Cerebro¬ 
spinal  Fever 

— 

Whooping 

Cough 

8 

14 

10 

4 

6 

32 

i  i 

6 

— 

— 

82 

Measles 

8 

20 

60 

44 

50 

168 

16 

8 

3 

— 

— 

— 

377 

Totals  . . 

19 

39 

72 

52 

59 

234 

39 

17 

22 

4 

5 

— 

562 

TABLE  la. 

Anaylsis  of  Deaths  of  Notifiable  Diseases  under  Age  Groups,  1945. 


Disease. 

Un¬ 

der 

1 

1-2 

2-3  3-4 

4-5 

5-10 

10- 

15 

15- 

20 

20- 

35 

35- 

45 

45- 

65 

65 

and 

over 

C3 

o 

H 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

i 

Diphtheria  . . 

1 

- 

- 

i 

Puerperal 

Sepsis 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

i 

Other  Puer¬ 
peral  Diseases 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  . . 

2 

1 

1 

5 

8 

17 

Whooping 

Cough 

3 

1 

4 

Totals  . . 

5 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

3 

1 

5 

8 

26 

25 


TABLE  Ha. 
1945. 


Causes  of  death. 

M. 

F. 

All  Causes 

301 

314 

1  Typhoid  fever,  etc. 

2  Cerebro-spinal  fever . 

— 

— 

3  Scarlet  Fever 

1 

— 

4  Whooping  Cough  . .  . 

— 

4 

5  Diphtheria 

1 

— 

6  Tuberculosis  ;  of  respiratory  system  . . 

9 

8 

7  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  . . 

2 

1 

8  Syphilitic  diseases 

2 

1 

9  Influenza 

3 

— 

10  Measles 

— 

— 

11  Ac  :  polio-myel  :  and  polio-enceph  : 

— 

— 

12  Ac  :  inf  :  enceph  : 

— 

— 

1 3  Cancer  of  buc  :  cav  :  and  Oesoph  (M)  uterus  (F) 

4 

11 

14  Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  .. 

9 

6 

1 5  Cancer  of  Breast 

_ 

10 

16  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

32 

29 

17  Diabetes 

1 

5 

18  Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  .. 

26 

39 

1 9  Heart  Disease 

72 

83 

20  Other  disease  of  circ.  system 

9 

7 

21  Bronchitis 

13 

26 

22  Pneumonia 

9 

8 

23  Other  Respiratory  diseases 

5 

3 

24  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

10 

1 

25  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

4 

1 

26  Appendicitis 

5 

1 

27  Other  digestive  diseases 

4 

7 

28  Nephritis 

10 

7 

29  Puerperal  and  post-abortion  sepsis 

0 

1 

30  Other  Maternal  causes  . . 

0 

2 

31  Premature  birth 

8 

4 

32  Con  :  Mai  :  birth  inj  :  infant  dis. 

10 

3 

33  Suicide 

5 

1 

34  Road  traffic  accidents  . . 

5 

1 

35  Other  violent  causes 

12 

6 

36  All  other  causes 

— 

30 

38 

26 


TABLE  lib. 
Deaths. 


Deaths  apportioned  to  the  Wards  of  the 
Borough. 

Month. 

High 

Street 

King 

Street 

North 

Ward 

Stone 

Street 

Bridge 

Ward 

Heath 

Ward 

Totals 

January  . . 

14 

6 

17 

11 

9 

4 

61 

February  . . 

9 

4 

8 

9 

9 

8 

47 

March 

6 

4 

11 

10 

8 

2 

41 

April 

8 

2 

8 

8 

10 

1  37 

May 

5 

4 

5 

6 

5 

3 

28 

June 

12 

4 

8 

5 

10 

13 

52 

July 

6 

5 

3 

4 

10 

6 

34 

August 

3 

1 

4 

7 

4 

1  20 

September 

4 

7 

L. 

10 

13 

5 

2 

36 

October  . . 

4 

3 

10 

6 

2 

8 

33 

November 

3 

2 

7 

9 

8 

6 

35 

December 

12 

5 

10 

13 

.4 

12 

66 

Transfers 

24 

15 

22 

25 

27 

12 

125 

Totals  . . 

110 

57 

123 

126 

121 

78 

615 

27 


TABLE  III. 

Infant  mortality,  1945.  Nett  Deaths  from  stated 

CAUSES  AT  VARIOUS  AGES  UNDER  1  YEAR  OF  AGE. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Under  1  week 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under  4 
weeks 

4  weeks  and  under 

3  months 

3  months  and  under 
6  months 

6  months  and  under 
9  months 

|  9  months  and  under  j 

12  months 

Total  Deaths 

under  1  year 

Premature 

9 

1 

1 

11 

I 

12 

Enteritis 

2 

2  1 

1 

6 

Meningitis 

2 

2 

Diarrhoea  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Other  Causes 

3 

1 

— 

— 

4 

2 

-  ''  - 

2 

8 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

1 

1 

1 

3 

— 

— 

3 

Congenital  Malformation 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

-  - 

i 

4 

Atelectasis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

-  - 

— 

1 

Broncho  Pneumonia 

~ 

“ 

~ 

- 

' 

2  — 

2 

Totals  . . 

16 

3 

2 

2 

23 

5 

4  1 

6 

39 

Nett  Live  Births  in  the  year  {  nfeSgitiSfate  . 


Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  . .  ; ; 
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TABLE  IV. 

Birth-Rates,  Death-Rates  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  in  the 

year  1945. 


Rate  per 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

Annual  Death-rate  per  1,000 

1,000 

popula- 

population 

Live 

tion. 

Births. 

i 

. 

03  u 

U 

”0  v 

i 

c 

p 

o-  « 

5- 

d> 

P  2 

cd  c 

Jc  E 

C/5 

SZ 

s 

<L> 

c/5 

JZ 

*-> 

t_ 

s 

c/5 

d> 

C/5 

P 

CT3 

U 

T3 

X 

o 

a 

■ 

c/5 

C/5 

03 

> 

d> 

m 

*-» 

JL> 

n 

CD 

c 

§ 

.2 

U 

o 

x: 

.2 

cs 

N 

c 

d> 

P 

P  * 

w  C/5 

O--  rt 

-E-c  £ 

»-  d>  _ 

s  s 

0-3  --W 

CJ  ^ 

Q  d> 
c 

75  o 

> 

3 

Sn 

< 

H  S' 

E 

(/; 

d> 

aJ 

u 

C/3 

>  ° 

D, 

S 

CP 

c 

-  o 
Gw* 

o 

H  *o 

England  and 

Wales 

126  County 

16-1 

•46 

1 1-4 

•00 

— 

•02 

•oo 

02 

•02 

08 

5-6 

46 

Boroughs  & 
Great  Towns, 
including 
London 

191 

■58 

13  5 

•00 

•02 

•oo 

•02 

•02 

07 

7-8 

54 

148  Smaller 

Towns  Resi¬ 
dent  Popula¬ 
tions 

19-2 

•53 

12-3 

•00 

02 

•oo 

•01 

•02 

07 

4-5 

43 

25,000  to  50,000 

at  1931  Census 
London 

15-7 

•40 

13-8 

•00 

_ 

•01 

•oo 

02 

•01 

07 

7-6 

54 

Maidstone  . . 

18-3 

•56 

13-6 

•oo 

•00 

•02 

•08 

•02 

06 

61 

39 

The  maternal  mortality  rates  are  as  follows  : — 

Puerperal  Sepsis.  Others.  Total. 

Per  1,000  |  England  and  Wales  ..  '57  L22  L79 

Total  Births  1  Maidstone  ..  ..  120  2  30  3  50 
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TABLE  V. 

Annual  Statistics  relating  to  Maternity  Home  for  year  1945. 


(1)  Name  and  address  of  Institution 

Maternity  Hospital, 

South  Park,  Maidstone. 

(2)  Number  of  Maternity  beds  in  the  Institution 

12 

(exclusive  of  isolation  and  labour  beds) 

(3)  Number  of  Maternity  cases  admitted 

192 

during  the  year 

(4)  Average  duration  of  stay 

14  days 

(5)  Number  of  cases  delivered  by — 

(a)  Midwives 

181 

(b)  Doctors 

5 

(c)  Number  of  cases  admitted  after  de- 

6 

livery 

(6)  Number  of  cases  in  which  medical  assis- 

tance  was  sought  by  a  midwife  in  emer- 

Daily  visits  by  Medical 

gency 

Officer. 

(7)  Number  of  cases  notified  as — 

(a)  Puerperal  Fever 

Nil 

(b)  Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

(8)  Number  of  cases  of  Pemphigus  Neo- 

7 

natorum 

(9)  Number  of  Infants  not  entirely  breast-fed 

41 

while  in  the  Institution. 

00)  Number  of  cases  notified  as — 

(a)  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Nil 

(b)  Result  of  treatment  in  each  case 

(1 1)  Number  of  Maternal  deaths 

Nil 

(12)  Number  of  Infant  Deaths — 

(a)  Stillborn 

4 

(b)  Within  10  days  of  birth 

4 
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METEOROLOGY. 


The  detail  of  meteorological  observations  is  set  forth 
in  Table  vi. 

The  mean  reading  of  the  barometer  for  the  year  is 
29.91,  the  highest  mean  reading  being  for  March  30.38,  and 
the  lowest  for  December  29.69. 

The  hottest  month  was  July,  giving  a  mean  of  the 
maximum  readings  of  the  thermometer  in  the  shade  of  75°, 
and  the  mean  of  the  minimum  readings  of  55°,  while  the 
coldest  month  was  with  a  mean  of  the  maximum 

readings  of  38^’  and  a  mean  of  the  minimum  readings  of  30°. 

The  prevailing  winds  were  S.W.,  there  being  122  days 
on  which  the  wind  was  in  this  quarter. 

The  total  rain-fall  for  the  year  was  20.70  inches,  the 
heaviest  amount  falling  in  December,  viz.,  4.11  inches,  while 
in  November  the  amount  registered  was  .64  inches,  this 
being  the  driest  month  of  the  year. 

There  were  138  days  in  the  year  on  which  .01  of  an 
inch  or  more  rain  fell. 


TABLE  VI. 


Month. 

Average 

Barometer. 

Average  Thermo¬ 
meter  (Max.) 

Average  Thermo¬ 
meter  (Min.) 

Rainfall. 

No.  of  days  on 
which  .01  fell. 

January 

29.88 

38 

30 

2.24 

17 

February 

30.15 

51 

39 

1.54 

13 

March 

30.38 

56 

32 

1.20 

7 

April  . . 

29.75 

62 

42 

1.05 

9 

May  . . 

29.86 

67 

48 

2.13 

13 

June  . . 

30.07 

70 

51 

.68 

9 

July . 

30.02 

75 

55 

1.85 

8 

August 

29.90 

72 

54 

2.31 

12 

September 

30.08 

67 

48 

.89 

13 

October 

30.08 

64 

75 

2.06 

12 

November 

30.05 

51 

43 

.64 

8 

December 

29.69 

46 

37 

4.11 

17 

Averages  and  Totals  for  the 

year 

29.91 

60 

46 

20.70 

138 
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RECORD  OF  SUNSHINE  DURING  1945. 


TABLE  VII. 


Month. 

Hours. 

Minutes. 

January 

14 

36 

February  . 

56 

30 

March  . . 

123 

36 

April . 

169 

24 

May 

208 

30 

June 

206 

24 

July . 

211 

12 

August 

154 

30 

September 

66 

42 

October 

105 

54 

November 

26 

6 

December 

6 

48 

Total 

1350 

12 

TABLE  VIII. 

RELATIVE  PROPORTION  OF  WIND. 


N. 

N.E. 

N.W. 

S. 

S.E. 

S.W. 

E.  W. 

January  . . 

1 

11 

11 

1 

1 

3 

—  3 

February 

— 

— 

2 

3 

1 

19 

3 

March 

— 

2 

7 

1 

1 

17 

3 

April 

— 

4 

6 

2 

6 

6 

2  4 

May 

1 

— 

7 

— 

5 

12 

6 

June 

4 

I 

2 

— 

2 

16 

—  5 

July 

2 

1 

6 

— 

3 

1 1 

1  7 

August  . . 

3 

5 

4 

— 

7 

5 

1  6 

September 

1 

1 

10 

— 

7 

9 

_  2 

October  .  . 

— 

2 

5 

i 

2 

9 

5  7 

November 

1 

5 

6 

3 

6 

5 

1  3 

December 

1 

4 

5 

— 

7 

10 

4 

Totals 

14 

36 

71 

1 1 

48 

122 

10  53 
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BOROUGH  OF  MAIDSTONE. 


GENERAL  SUMMARY. 


Population  (estimated  1945)  ..  ..  ..  ..  45,060 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1921 )  ..  ..  8,172 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1945)  according 

to  Rate  Books  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  13,168 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House  (1921)  . .  4.6 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House  (1945)  ..  3.4 

Area  . .  . .  . .  . .  5,972  acres 

Density  . .  . .  . .  .  .  7.5  persons  per  acre 

Annual  Birth  Rate  ..  ..  per  1 ,000  population  18.3 

Annual  Death  Rate  ..  „  „  „  13.6 

Phthisis  Death  Rate  . .  . .  „  „  „  .37 

Other  Tuberculosis  Diseases  Death  Rate  „  .06 

Cancer  Death  Rate  . .  . .  „  ,,  „  2.2 

Infantile  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Births  . .  . .  47.4 

Live  Births,  Males,  440.  Females,  383  . .  . .  823 

Deaths,  Males,  301.  Females,  314  ..  ..  615 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths  . .  . .  . .  208 


Elevation. — The  population  reside  at  a  mean  elevation 
of  70  feet  above  sea  level,  ranging  from  20  to  250  feet. 


